
Ephesians 5:8-14 

 

(5:8) 

 

ἦτε - imperfect active εἰμί. 

 

σκότος, ου, ὁ = “darkness, gloom; the state of being unknown, darkness; the state 

of spiritual or moral darkness, darkness (of darkening by sin, of the state of 

unbelievers and of the godless, opposite φῶς)” under BDAG 932a. 

 

τέκνον, ου, τό = “an offspring of human parents, child; descendants from a 

common ancestor, descendants, posterity; one who is dear to another but without 

genetic relationship and without distinction in age, child; one who has the 

characteristics of another being, child; inhabitants of a city, children (an 

Hebraistic expression); a class of persons with a specific characteristic, children of 

(is used with abstract terms (for this Hebraism see…)” under BDAG 994a.  

 

περιπατέω = “go about, walk around, (figurative) (of the) walk of life, live, 

conduct oneself” under BAGD 649a.  

 

(5:9) 

 

ἀγαθωσύνη, ης, ἡ = “positive moral quality characterized especially by interest in 

the welfare of others; (in general) goodness; generosity” under BDAG 4b. 

 

δικαιοσύνη, ης, ἡ = “the quality, state, or practice of judicial responsibility with 

focus on fairness, justice, equitableness, fairness; quality or state of juridical 

correctness with focus on redemptive action, righteousness; the quality or 

characteristic of upright behavior, uprightness, righteousness” under BDAG 

247a. 

 

ἀλήθεια, ας, ἡ = “the quality of being in accord with what is true, truthfulness, 

dependability; the content of what is true, truth; an actual event or state, reality” 

under BDAG 42a. 
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(5:10) 

 

δοκιμάζοντες - present active participle δοκιμάζω = “put to the test, examine (so 

mostly LXX), prove by testing (of gold), accept as proved, approve” under BAGD 

202b. 

 

εὐάρεστος, ον = “pleasing, acceptable” under BDAG 403b. 

 

(5:11) 

 

συγκοινωνεῖτε - present active imperative συγκοινωνέω = “to be associated with 

someone in some activity, be connected with something; (in the sense of actually 

taking part); (in the sense of taking a sympathetic interest); to give a portion of 

what one has to another, share something with someone” under BDAG 952b. 

 

ἄκαρπος, ον = “(literal) pertaining to not bearing fruit, unfruitful, fruitless; 

(figurative) pertaining to being useless, useless, unproductive” under BDAG 35a. 

 

ἐλέγχετε - present active imperative ἐλέγχω = “to scrutinize or examine carefully, 

bring to light, expose, set forth; to bring a person to the point of recognizing 

wrong doing, convict, convince; to express strong disapproval of someone’s 

action, reprove, correct; to penalize for wrongdoing, punish, discipline” under 

BDAG 315a. 

 

(5:12) 

 

κρυφῇ = “in secret” under BDAG 572a. Hapax in the NT. 

 

αἰσχρός, ά, όν = pertaining to being socially or morally unacceptable, shameful, 

base” under BDAG 29b. 

 

Grammatical note = Substantival Infinitives. Whereas adverbial infinitives are 

syntactically related to verbs substantival infinitives function as nouns or other 

substantives. We will cover four uses of the substantival infinitive; (1) subject (2) 

direct object (3) indirect discourse and (4) explanatory (appositional and 

epexegetical). 

 

Subject. It is common for an infinitive (or infinitival phrase) to function as the 

subject (or predicate nominative) of a finite verb. In such instances the infinitive 



may be either articular or anarthrous (but never in a prepositional phrase). When 

testing as to whether a particular infinitive functions as a subject try substituting 

any noun in the place of the infinitive. For example in the phrase “to study is 

important” the subject is the infinitive “to study”. The noun “godliness” could 

replace the infinitive and the resulting sentence would read “godliness is 

important”. The verbs εἰμί, δεῖ, ἔξεστιν, or δοκεῖ are often used in the context. For 

more examples of the infinitive as the subject see… Ephesians 5:12 (λέγειν). See 

KMP, 369-370 and n39. 

 

(5:13) 

 

ἐλεγχόμενα - present passive participle ἐλέγχω. 

 

φανεροῦται - present passive φανερόω = “to cause to become visible, reveal, 

expose publicly (with relatively more focus on the sensory aspect than on the 

cognitive); to cause to become known, disclose, show, make known; (passive 

with intransitive sense) show (or) reveal oneself; (passive with intransitive sense) 

be made known” under BDAG 1048b.  

 

(5:14) 

 

φανερούμενον - present passive participle φανερόω. 

 

ἔγειρε - present active imperative ἐγείρω. 

 

καθεύδων - present active καθεύδω = “to cease being awake, sleep; to be 

spiritually indolent, be indifferent; to be dead, sleep” under BDAG 490b. 

 

ἀνάστα - aorist active imperative ἀνίστημι = “to cause to stand or be erect, raise, 

erect, raise up; to raise up by bringing back to life, raise, raise up; to cause to be 

born, raise up; to cause to appear for a role or function, raise up; to erect a 

structure; to stand up from a recumbent or sitting position, stand up, rise; to come 

back to life from the dead, rise up, come back from the dead; to show oneself 

eager to help, arise (intransitive) to help the poor of God; to come/appear to carry 

out a function or role, rise up, arise; to initiate an action, rise, set out, get ready; 

to become a standing structure, rise, go up” under BDAG 83a. 

ἐπιφαύσει - future active ἐπιφαύσκω = “to shine out on, arise, appear, shine” 

under BDAG 386a. Hapax in the NT. 
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ἐπιφαύσει σοι ὁ Χριστός
2
 

 

Grammatical note = Conditional Imperative. Like the subjunctive an imperative 

can be used to state a condition. The construction consists of an imperative 

followed by a future indicative (or a subjunctive or another imperative - both 

functioning like a future indicative) connected by καί. Though this use is not 

common there are at least 20 such imperatives in the NT. For more uses of the 

conditional imperative see… Ephesians 5:14 (ἐγειρε, ἀνάστα). See KMP, 211-212 

and n59. 
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