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Trinity (C) 

 

Proverbs 8:1-4, 22-31  

Psalm 8  

Romans 5:1-5 

John 16:12-15 

 

- opportunity to consider work of Holy Spirit 

- Romans 5 

o God, Jesus Christ, Holy Spirit 

o not doctrine of Trinity but Persons are there 

o through mutual work we experience peace 

o through Spirit love of God poured out into our hearts 

o this peace doesn’t preclude suffering 

- John 16 

o from farewell discourse 

o Spirit’s role is teacher 

o will guide… things to come 

o relationship between Spirit and Jesus? 

o what Spirit teaches will be in continuity with what Jesus made known 

- Proverbs 8 

o personified Wisdom ~ Logos Christology 

o feminine dimension of Godhead? (Rw – oh please grammatical 

gender is not ontological gender that is a rookie mistake) 

- “glory” in Proverbs 8:5, Romans 5:2 

o Psalms 3-7 <-> Psalm 8 

o God-given glory doesn’t preclude suffering 

o reinforced by Romans 5 

o Romans 5:2 and boast in sufferings 

o 8:17 we suffer so we may be glorified 

 

Romans 8, Texts for Preaching year C 

 

- Paul explores nature of new life of “justified by faith” 

- letter affirms relentless sinfulness of all 

- then radical intervention of God in Jesus Christ 

- now shifts to consequences thereof 

- “peace” -> objective sense of peace, end of conflict = rebellion at an end 

- justification produces (a) justification 

o (b) hope of sharing in glory of God 

https://plenumcreaturis.wordpress.com/2019/05/19/lections-trinity-c/
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Proverbs%208%3A1-4%2C%2022-31%20&version=NRSV;WLC
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=ps+8&version=NRSV;WLC
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Romans%205%3A1-5&version=NRSV;SBLGNT
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+16%3A12-15&version=NRSV;SBLGNT
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=prov%208%3A5&version=NRSV;WLC
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=rom%205%3A2&version=NRSV;SBLGNT
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=prov%208%3A17&version=NRSV;WLC
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o traces birth of hope 

o hope is not wish, desire but 

o confidence trust, conviction (Rw – estel as discussed in Ring of 

Morgoth) 

o God’s glory will be shared will all 

- hope doesn’t disappoint because God’s love… 

o Paul speaks of agape tou theou in connection with action of sending 

Jesus Christ 

- justified have peace, hope, love 

o those who boast in God or what God makes possible 

- peace, hope, love already in the community 

o does Romans 5:1-5 assign too much to present possession? 

o yes except agency drives the passage and grounds in God’s action 

o peace is through Jesus Christ 

o God’s glory enables hope 

o God’s love through Holy Spirit 

o what we have is because God acted in Jesus Christ + sustaining power 

of the Holy Spirit 

- Paul doesn’t talk about Trinity as such 

o they search for language to express experience + convictions of early 

Christians 

- members of (later) the “Trinity” provide basis for Christian existence 

o for Paul Trinity is as close as life itself 

 

Romans 5, Paul Achtemeier, Interpretation 

 

- sin and grace: Adam + Christ 

- Romans 4:23-5:21 

o God’s son died + God raised him 

o what does that have to do with me here and now? 

o 4:23 establishes perspective 

o what God said to Abraham applies to readers 

 4:23 is shift in argument 

 helps us understand 5:1-11 much better 

- Romans 4:23-5:11 

o present grace + reconciliation 

o 3 themes + exposition 

o 4:23-25 

 (1) righteousness 

 (2) Christ’s death for sins 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=rom+4%3A23-5%3A11&version=NRSV;SBLGNT
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 (3) Christ’s resurrection for righteousness 

o ABA structure 

 (A) righteousness (4:23-24) 

 development = 5:1-5 righteousness in Christ provides hope 

based on love that comes through Holy Spirit 

 confidence is appropriate 

 implied question = what is source of love through Spirit? 

o Paul constructs discussion carefully 

o 5:1-2 (<- 4:25) we have peace and may be confident 

o 5:11 we may be confident since we have reconciliation 

o A (1) 

 B (2) 

 B’ (11a) 

o A’ (11b) 

o introduces second major portion of letter = significance of human sin 

+ God’s grace for the present 

o in addition to having peace with God we have confidence in hope for 

the future 

o even in face of adverse reality 

o God’s grace is so powerful what works against confidence + hope 

strengthen it 

o because we know adversity brings patience 

o we meet test of adversity 

o reinforces our hope 

o why? because hope grounded in God’s love… which comes from 

Holy Spirit 

o and then 5:6-5:8 

o adds new dimension to understanding God’s righteousness 

 God’s faithfulness to promises (3:3, 5) 

 reconciliation 

 turning enemies to friends 

 God is faithful, God is our friend 

o to be set right with God means having him as faithful friend 

o suffering + disappointment (5:3-5) 

 to whom do we turn in suffering + disappointment? 

 “answer in a hope born of assurance of divine love shows in 

Christ. The deliverance from death Christ received in his 

resurrection is the assurance of our certain deliverance by the 

same God, who will defeat our sin + death as well” 

o God’s guiding redemptive purpose in such events 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=rom+5%3A6-5%3A8&version=NRSV;SBLGNT
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=rom+3%3A3%2C+5&version=NRSV;SBLGNT
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=rom+5%3A3-5&version=NRSV;SBLGNT
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 Ezekiel 37:21-28 

 redemption as ultimate goal of exile 

 Christ recapitulates in triumphant form the exile and restoration 

of Israel 

 what Ezekiel + Isaiah could only promise Christ brought to 

reality 

 and promise of brighter future 

- Trinity (Pentecost) season 

o prior saving act in Christ = source for life of faith 

o we experienced deliverance before we respond to God 

 prior grace in Exodus 19:2-6, 16:1-26, 17:3-7 

o God acted to redeem humanity (rebellious + weak) before awareness 

that deliverance was possible or necessary 

o Romans 4:23-5:11 display the redemptive strategy of the Father of our 

Lord Jesus Christ 

 victory in midst of tragedy 

 victory by means of what would be tragedy 

 except for transformed by redemptive power of Almighty God 

 this is where we put our confidence 

- emphasize internal coherence of 5:11 + relationship to 4:23-25 

o “logic of 5:8-10, sin reconciliation salvation corresponding to past 

present future correspond to structure of letter” (!!!) 

o death + resurrection of Christ as key events in breaking down human 

enmity against God 

 also point to unmerited nature of God’s grace 

 also provides justification for infant baptism 

 so how is death of Christ able to accomplish this? (setting aside 

barrier created by sin) 

 leads to Romans 5:12-21 

 how cross has power to alter reality 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ezekiel+37%3A21-28&version=NRSV;WLC
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Exodus+19%3A2-6%2C+16%3A1-26%2C+17%3A3-7&version=NRSV;WLC
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=rom+5%3A11%2C+4%3A23-25&version=NRSV;SBLGNT
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=rom+5%3A8-10&version=NRSV;SBLGNT
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=rom+5%3A12-21&version=NRSV;SBLGNT

