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Revelation 1:4-8 

 

(1:4) 

 

ἑπτά = “seven” under BDAG 388b. 

 

ἐκκλησία, ας, ἡ = “a regularly summoned legislative body, assembly; a casual 

gathering of people, an assemblage, gathering; people with shared belief, 

community, congregation; the global community of Christians, (universal) church” 

under BDAG 303b. 

 

χάρις, ιτος, ἡ = “graciousness, attractiveness, favor, grace, gracious care or help, 

good will” under BAGD 877a. 

 

ἦν – imperfect active εἰμί. 

 

ἐρχόμενος – present middle participle ἔρχομαι. 

 

πνεῦμα, ατος, τό = “air in movement, blowing, breathing; that which animates or 

gives life to the body, breath, (life-)spirit; a part of human personality, spirit; an 

independent noncorporeal being, in contrast to a being that can be perceived by the 

physical senses, spirit; God’s being as controlling influence, with focus on 

association with humans, Spirit, spirit; the Spirit of God as exhibited in the 

character or activity of God’s people or selected agents, Spirit, spirit; as activating 

spirit that is not from God, spirit; an independent transcendent personality, the 

Spirit” under BDAG 832b. 

 

ἐνώπιον = “pertaining to a position in front of an entity, before (someone or 

something); pertaining to being present or in view, in the sight of, in the presence 

of, among; pertaining to exposure to value judgment, in the opinion/judgment of 

(someone); in relation to; by the authority of, on behalf of” under BDAG 342a. Rw 

– Very similar to לפני or בעיני in Biblical Hebrew. 

 

θρόνος, ου, ὁ = “chair, seat; (specifically a chair set aside for one of high status) 

throne; supreme power over a political entity, dominion, sovereignty; name of a 

class of powerful beings, earthly or transcendent, the enthroned (plural)” under 

BDAG 460b. 
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Grammatical note = Intentional Errors. The remaining five percent of textual 

variants resulted from intentional activity on the part of scribes. Such changes 

included: 

 

1. Revising Grammar and Spelling. In an attempt to standardize grammar or 

spelling, scribes sometimes corrected what they perceived as orthographic or 

grammatical errors in the text they were copying. For examples, though John 

originally put the nominative case after the preposition ἀπό in Revelation 1:4 later 

scribes have inserted a genitive form. See KMP, 30 and n41. 

 

Grammatical note = Nominative Case. Absolute. As is the case with all the 

special uses of the nominative the noun in the nominative case is grammatical 

independent (“absolute”) from the remainder of the sentence. In this sense all the 

special uses of the nominative – not merely the nominative absolute – are instances 

of an “independent nominative” though some use this designation interchangeable 

with “nominative absolute”. Others do not distinguish between the nominative 

absolute and the hanging nominative. The difference between these two uses of the 

nominative however is that the nominative absolute unlike the hanging nominative 

occurs “in introductory material (such as titles, heading, salutations, and addresses) 

which are not to be construed as sentences”. ἀποκάλυψις… The revelation of 

Jesus Christ (Revelation 1:1). See KMP, 59 [Ed – So far as I can tell there is a 

mistake in the index of KMP and there is no reference to Revelation 1:4 or 1:1 on 

page 57. I left this in for future reference.] 

 

(1:5) 

 

μάρτυς, μάρτυρος, ὁ = “witness” under BAGD 494a. 

 

πιστός, ή, όν = “pertaining to being worthy of belief or trust, trustworthy, 

dependable, inspiring trust/faith; pertaining to being trusting, trusting, 

cherishing faith/trust” under BDAG 820b. 

 

πρωτότοκος, ον = “pertaining to birth order, firstborn; pertaining to having special 

status associated with a firstborn, firstborn” under BDAG 894a. 

 

νεκρός, ά, όν = “pertaining to being in a state of loss of life, dead; pertaining to 

being so morally or spiritually deficient as to be in effect dead, dead; pertaining to 

having never been alive and lacking capacity for life, dead, lifeless; one who is so 

spiritually obtuse as to be in effect dead, dead person” under BDAG 667b. 
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ἄρχων, οντος, ὀ = “one who has eminence in a ruling capacity, ruler, lord, prince; 

(generally) one who has administrative authority, leader, official” under BDAG 

140b. 

 

ἀγαπῶντι – present active participle ἀγαπάω. 

 

λύσαντι – aorist active participle λύω = “to undo something that is used to tie up or 

constrain something, loose, untie; to set free something tied or similarly 

constrained, set free; to reduce something by violence into its components, destroy; 

to do away with, destroy, bring to an end, abolish” under BDAG 606b. 

 

λυσαντι ἡμας ἐκ1 

 

αἷμα, ατος, τό = “(literally) blood as basic component of an organism, blood; (of 

animals); blood as constituting the life of an individual, life-blood, blood; the 

(apocalyptic) red color, whose appearance in heaven indicates disaster, blood” 

under BDAG 26a. 

 

Grammatical note = Genitive Case. There are several other uses of the genitive 

that do not easily fit into the classification scheme (adjectival, verbal, or adverbial) 

above. Many of these are infrequent in the NT and have been dealt with briefly in 

relevant footnotes attached to more significant uses above. The most important 

other uses of the genitive in the NT are the genitive of apposition and the genitive 

of direct object. 

 

Other genitive uses not references above include: (1) the genitive of advantage 

(indicating the person of things on behalf of whom or which something is done, 

similar to the dative of advantage, translated with “for”…); (2) the genitive of 

destination, direction, or purpose (translated with “for”…); (3) the genitive of 

reason… and (4) the genitive of subordination (indicating that which is 

subordinated to the dominion of the head noun, translated with “over”; e.g…. 

Revelation 1:5). See KMP, 103 and n59. 

 

(1:6) 

 

                                                             
1 {A} λυσαντι ἡμας ἐκ 𝔓18 2א A C… ith Andrew; Victorinus-Pettau Primasius. λυσαντι ἐκ א* 

1611 2344vid (arm). λυσαντι ἡμας ἀπο 2351 (eth). λοθσαντι ἡμας ἀπο 205 209 1006 1841 (1854 
2053 2062 54 2053 2062 ἐκ for ἀπο Byz [P 046c (046* homoioteleuton) it(ar), gig, t vg copbo 

Apringius Beatus BJ. 
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ἐποίησεν – aorist active ποιέω. 

 

βασιλεία, ας, ἡ = “the act of ruling; (general) kingship, royal power, royal rule; 

(especially of God’s rule) the royal reign; territory ruled by a king, kingdom” 

under BDAG 168b. 

 

ἱερεύς, έως, ὁ = “priest” under BDAG 469b. 

 

δόξα, ας, ἡ = “the condition of being bright or shining, brightness, splendor, 

radiance (a distinctive aspect of Hebrew כבוד); (of humans involved in transcendent 

circumstances, and also transcendent beings); (of reflected radiance) reflection; a 

state of being magnificent, greatness, splendor, (anything that catches the eye); 

honor as enhancement or recognition of status or performance, fame, recognition, 

renown, honor, prestige; a transcendent being deserving of honor, majestic being, 

(by metonymy)” under BDAG 256b. 

 

κράτος, ους, τό = “ability to exhibit or express resident strength, might; a specific 

product of resident strength, mighty deed; exercise of ruling ability, power, rule, 

sovereignty” under BDAG 565a. 

 

αἰών, ῶνος, τό = “a long period of time, without reference to beginning of end; a 

segment of time as a particular unity of history, age; the world as a spatial concept, 

the world; the Aeon as a person, the Aeon” under BDAG 32a. 

 

εἰς τους αἰῶνας των αἰώνων2 

 

(1:7) 

 

νεφέλη, ης, ἡ = “cloud” under BDAG 670a. 

 

ὄψεται – future middle ὁράω. One of those verbs which uses a different stem for 

different tense-forms. 

 

ἐξεκέντησα – aorist active ἐκκεντέω = “pierce” under BDAG 303b. Rare. 

 

                                                             
2 {C} εἰς τους αἰῶνας των αἰώνων 2א (א* τον αἰῶνα) C 205 209… Byz [046] itar, gig, h, t vg syrph, h 

(arm) eth Didymus Andrew; Apringius Beatus. εἰς τους αἰῶνας 𝔓18 A P 2050 copbo. omit 

including ἀμην 2344. 
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κόψονται – future middle κόπτω = “cut (off); beat (one’s breast as an act of 

mourning)” under BDAG 559a. 

 

φυλή, ῆς, ἡ = “a subgroup of a nation characterized by a distinctive blood line, 

tribe; a relatively large people group that forms a sociopolitical subgroup of the 

human race, nation, people” under BDAG 1069a. 

 

(1:8) 

 

Ὦ3 

 

παντοκράτωρ, ορος, ὁ = “Almighty, All-Powerful, Omnipotent (One)” under 

BDAG 755a. 

 

Grammatical note = Instantaneous Present. This use of the present tense-form 

involves an action that is done not progressively as is typical of the present 

indicative but instantaneously (similar to some uses of the aorist tense-form). Note 

that the action is still performed at the present time but is perfective (aoristic) with 

regards to the aspect. Because the Greek verb system does not have a tense to 

communicate the perfective aspect in the present time, the present tense-form at 

times functions in that capacity. Consequently this use of the present tense-form 

communicates an action that is done in the present time but is completed at the 

moment of speaking. Thus the aspect of the verb is suppressed and the time of the 

action becomes prominent. This category is lexically influenced because certain 

verbs such as verbs of saying or thinking are commonly used in this category. 

Some grammars refer to this as a “Performative Present” because the verb 

accomplishes or performs an action by the very fact that it is spoken. For more 

examples of the instantaneous present see… Revelation 1:8 (λεγει). See KMP, 

259-260 and n19. 

 

Grammatical note = Inceptive Aorist. The aorist tense-form is often found in 

contexts that emphasize the beginning of a state (or less commonly an action. This 

inceptive (or ingressive) nuance is communicated by the lexical meaning of the 

verb and the context. In contrast to the inceptive use of the imperfect the aorist 

does not specify whether or not the action continued for some duration. In English 

the inceptive idea can be expressed by the terms “began” (with action verbs) or 

                                                             
3 {A} Ὦ 1א A C 1006… Byz [P 046] ith syrph, h arm eth Epiphanius; Ambrose Varimadum 
Primasius. Ὦ, ἀρχη και τελος (see 21:6) 2050 1854 209 205 2 ,*א (2329 ἡ ἀρχη and το τελος) 

(2344 το τελος) 2351 itar, gig, t vg copbo Andrew; Apringius Beatus. 
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“came/became” (with stative verbs). For more examples of the inceptive aorist 

see… Revelation 1:8 (ἐγενομην). See KMP, 291-292 and n21. 
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