
James 5:12-20 

Rough and somewhat literal translation 

 

(12) And above all, my brothers [and sisters], do not swear an oath, neither (by) 

heaven or (by) earth nor (by) anything else. But let your “yes” be yes and your 

“no” no, so that you do not fall under judgment. (13) (If) one among you is 

suffering, let him pray;
A
 (if) one is cheerful, let him sing psalms (or praise);

B
 (14) 

(if) one among you is sick, let him call
C
 (upon) the elders of the church and let 

them pray for him, anointing him with oil in the name of the Lord. (15) And the 

prayer of  faith will save
D
 the one who is ill, and the Lord will raise him up,

E
 and 

the sins he has done will be forgiven him. (16) Therefore confess (your) sins to one 

another and pray for one another, so that you might be healed. The prayer of a 

righteous (person) is mighty and effective. (17) Elijah was a man (or human) with 

the same nature (or who experiences the same)
F
 (as) us, and he prayed a prayer (or 

prayed fervently) that it not rain, and it did not rain upon the earth for three years 

and six months. (18) And again he prayed, and heaven gave rain, and the earth 

produced its fruit (or harvest).  

(19) My brothers [and sisters], if one among you strays from the truth and brings 

him back, (20) know that the one who brings back a sinner from wandering (from) 

his way will save his soul (or life)
G
 from death and will cover a multitude of sins.  

                                                           
A
 Present tense-form so something s/he does not only once but continues doing. 

B
 Greek psallo similar to psalmos. 

C
 Aorist tense-form which suggests this is something the sick person does once. 

D
 Greek sozo usually translated “save” rather than iaomai “heal, cure” as in verse 16. 

E
 Greek egeiro which conveys everything from being raised from sleep or from lying down to 

being returned to life. 
F
 Greek homoiopathes “same-suffering/experience” which is interesting. 

G
 The clause does not indicate clearly whose life/soul is saved. Most commentators think the 

life/soul of the person who has strayed. 


