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So You Want to Refresh Your Grasp of Hebrew Basics 

 

(Lasted edited = February 7, 2012) 

 

This is a true story I often share. 

 

It was during the 1980’s. When almost every year the professional basketball 

world championship came down to the Los Angeles Lakers versus the Boston 

Celtics. The Lakers and the Celtics seemed to take turns back and forth winning 

the championship. We had just moved back to Massachusetts from England. I even 

had a pair of Boston Celtics Converse sneakers.  

 

It was one of those years when the Celtics won. Maybe five minutes after the game 

was over. A reporter stopped Larry Byrd and asked, “Now that you’ve won the 

championship and the season’s over, what are you going to do during the 

summer?” For the rest of my life I shall remember his answer. 

 

“Go back to Indiana and practice my free throws”. 

 

The basics. Excellence begins with mastering the basics. And if you don’t have the 

basics down then you’ll always struggle with the “advanced”. 

 

 

Noun and adjectival endings 

 

There are three categories for noun/adjective endings in Biblical Hebrew. 

Masculine/feminine, singular/plural, absolute/construct. These are the endings. 

 

 Singular 

absolute 

Singular 

construct 

Plural 

absolute 

Plural 

construct 

Masculine -∅ -∅ ־ֵ◌י־ֵ◌י־ֵ◌י־ֵ◌י ־ִ◌ים־ִ◌ים־ִ◌ים־ִ◌ים 

Feminine ־ֹות־ֹות־ֹות־ֹות ־ֹות־ֹות־ֹות־ֹות ־ַ◌ת־ַ◌ת־ַ◌ת־ַ◌ת    ־ָ◌ה־ָ◌ה־ָ◌ה־ָ◌ה 

 

Okay so what do these look like with a simple noun like סּוס or a simple adjective 

like טֹוב? Note – each has a “pure” long vowel that does not reduce even in 

construct. 
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 Singular 

absolute 

Singular 

construct 

Plural 

absolute 

Plural 

construct 

Masculine סּוס 

 טֹוב

 סּוס

 טֹוב

 סּוִסים

 טֹוִבים

 סּוֵסי

 טֹוֵבי

Feminine סּוָסה 

 טֹוָבה

 סּוַסת

 טֹוַבת

 סּוסֹות

 טֹובֹות

 סּוסֹות

 טֹובֹות

 

Now in the above examples because of the pure long vowel the absolute and 

construct forms often look the same. It is important to understand that usually 

absolute and construct forms look a little different. So what happens when choose 

different words that do not contain pure long vowels? 

 

 Singular 

absolute 

Singular 

construct 

Plural 

absolute 

Plural 

construct 

Masculine ִדְבֵרי ְדָבִרים ְדַבר ָדָבר 

Feminine* ִדְברֹות ְדָברֹות ִדְבַרת ְדָבָרה 

 

*Important – There is no such word as ְדָבָרה but I am using a feminine form of 

 .just to illustrate ָדָבר

 

See ָדָבר contains two short vowels that have been lengthened. It’s really: 

 

*dabár -> ָדָבר 

 

This is a difficult concept to grasp. That some “long” vowels are really lengthened 

short vowels. Consult your short vowel chart. Remember my effort to explain that 

the Masoretic vowels are not the “true” vowels of Biblical Hebrew? They simply 

represent how the true vowels are pronounced based on where in relation to the 

stressed syllable. If you listen carefully to English you might notice we do the 

same thing. Same word pronounced differently because of where in a phrase in 

relation to the word that we stress. Compare how we pronounce “and” in “and 

where is that?” versus “peanut butter and jelly”. Same word pronounced 

differently. That’s what happens in Biblical Hebrew with the Masoretic vowel 

system. 
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Possessive suffixes 
 

Well there really isn’t much to say beyond what you should already have in Kittel 

section 53.5c on page 233. 

 

But let’s just focus on the suffixes. Possessive suffixes look a little different when 

they are attached to plural instead of singular nouns/adjectives. 

 

 Singular noun Plural noun 

1cs ־ַ◌י ־ִ◌י 

2ms ־ֶ◌י� ־� 

2fs ־ַ◌ִי� ־� 

3ms ־ָ◌יו ־ֹו 

3fs ־ֶ◌יָה  ־ָ◌ּה 

   

1cp ־ֵ◌ינּו ־נּו 

2mp ־ֵ◌יֶכם ־ֶכם 

2fp ־ֵ◌יֶכן ־ֶכן 

3mp* ־ֵ◌יֶהם ־ָ◌ם 

3fp* ־ֵ◌יֶהן ־ָ◌ן 

 

*Interesting note – The 3mp and 3fp suffixes after a feminine plural noun can take 

two forms. 

 

 (1) (2) 

3mp ־ֹוָתם ־ֹוֵתיֶהם 

3fp ־ֹוָתן ־ֹוֵתיֶהן 

 

But there won’t be any question the noun is feminine plural. Just that there’s an 

alternate form of the 3mp/3fp suffixes. And yes there is a section about this in my 

dissertation. Which would you guess is the “earlier” (most common in early texts) 

and which is the “later” form (most common in post-exilic texts)? I will give you a 

hint. Generally speaking languages tend to become simpler over time.  
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Answer = the shorter form is more common in earlier books of the Hebrew Bible. 

 

 


